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levels of violence.
of the principal reasons why the United States should concern itself is because it is part and parcel of the problem.
U.S. deportation policies, which have directly affected and contributed to the steady rise of youth gangs. In many
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growth of non-state actors. These non-state entities transcend borders and range from multinational corporations
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in the region should focus their attention on these threats.
This essay proceeds in seven main sections. First, it provides a brief overview of the security challenges facing
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on U.S.-Latin American relations at Florida International University, an average of six people are murdered in
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explores the origins and growth of violent crime throughout the region. Next, it examines the current U.S. strategy
to confront these threats. In this regard, close attention is paid to multilateral agreements such as the Mérida
policy recommendations proposed in this paper, and the ways around those obstacles. Sixth, it explains why other

and their rival, the Sinaloa cartel. Northern Triangle countries have been directly affected by departing Mexican

future prospects for peace and security in the countries.
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another in search of safer havens. The Mexican cartels have established a strong foothold along the border area and
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Persistent Violence
almost commonplace just beyond their border. Images of Mexican drug cartels and the gruesome crimes they
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transporting drugs northward. The recent discovery of a cocaine processing lab in a remote mountainous area
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extensions of previously tried approaches, with few positive results.

U.S. Steps Up Aid

at solutions on eradicating gang-related crime in the region, a strategy must be devised that combines elements of
enforcement and prevention.
The author proposes two new policy prescriptions. First, more aid should be channeled to local and federal police
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Second, intelligence sharing on a transnational level must increase. There has yet to be a successful international
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counterparts. The author proposes the creation of a transnational gang intelligence center for the purpose of
coordinating and disseminating information between countries. This would be an effective mechanism for
providing timely and accurate real-time intelligence feeds, thus enabling the authorities to apprehend gang leaders
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judicial institutions.16

countries. Thus, public diplomacy efforts in the region could combine communications resources and legal
expertise through the gang intelligence center.

Calls and Proposals for Change
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development efforts should target the most isolated and vulnerable communities in the Northern Triangle. It is
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collect enough tax revenue to pay for programs that would address the worsening security situation.19 Average tax
susceptible to gang violence. In most cases, vulnerable communities are those with an overwhelmingly young and
underemployed population.
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Second, following along the lines of the previous proposal, community-based responses to youth gang violence
million per year. Radar systems are just one of many needed resources, such as additional patrol boats, helicopters,
and improved information technology.
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throughout other parts of the country and the region. In this way, the person-to-person public diplomacy efforts
of USAID could be scaled up to prevent crime more comprehensively. For example, prevention councils which
convene local government, civil society, and youth leaders are an effective mechanism allowing for ordinary
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Overcoming Obstacles to the Plan

the Northern Triangle. Recent events signal that the United States is committed to maintaining a heavy-handed
While the policy prescriptions presented in this paper are an improvement over existing U.S. strategies to confront
security threats in the region, there are a few obstacles that need to be addressed.
continue unabated, but should not be relied upon as the only methods of confronting crime in the region.
In summation, this essay has argued for a multifaceted approach to confronting the security challenges in the
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enforcement side, two primary changes have been proffered. First, increased funding should go toward helping
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crime. Second, the United States should spearhead the creation of a transnational intelligence fusion center. As
information to respond immediately and effectively to threats. From a prevention standpoint, socioeconomic
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should be given more support. Public diplomacy should expand to include technical, legal, and communitydriven campaigns. In short, the United States can no longer ignore the violence and deeper problems of poverty,
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the challenge.
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region and in the United States are willing to put aside their differences to come together to confront the mutual
threats facing their nations.
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they a substitute for law enforcement. There are a couple of rejoinders to these counterarguments. First, social
intervention and prevention programs aim to prevent future violence by addressing the underlying causes of crime.
must operate simultaneously and in tandem with policing efforts.

Alternative Policies, Ineffective Solutions
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Another alternative is a targeted approach to curtailing youth gang violence. Proponents of this strategy argue
that suppression efforts should be directed toward the most hardcore gang members. However, hardened gang
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Northern Triangle to their own devices. Advocates of this approach argue that serious and lasting reform can only
mentioned previously in this essay, American deportation policies and demand for illicit drugs have contributed to

26
27
28
29
30

Contemporary U.S.-Latin American Relations:

Foreign Affairs
Foreign Affairs
2.

31
104 Published by SURFACE, 2012

The Guardian

3105

Exchange: The Journal of Public Diplomacy, Vol. 3 [2012], Iss. 1, Art. 11

Current History,

The Economist

106 https://surface.syr.edu/exchange/vol3/iss1/11

4107

